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Love in Limpopo – Resumé
The thesis investigates the social becoming of young men at the Turfloop campus of the University of Limpopo in South Africa. Based on eleven months of ethnographic fieldwork the thesis argues that relationships of love, sex and material and immaterial exchange take center stage in the process of becoming a man. It is argued that a relational understanding of personhood (as implied in the moral idiom of ubuntu/botho) translates into a social imperative: one simply has to be involved in one or more relationships of love or sex to be considered a full person. In the process of analyzing the nexus of love and personhood the thesis moves through analyses of poverty, morality, crisis in tertiary education, HIV/AIDS silences and sexual discourses to arrive at an understanding of male social becoming that is above all else relationally defined. Combining a traditional anthropological perspective on personhood with Foucault’s notion of the technologies of the self, the thesis challenges Connell’s framework of hegemonic masculinities as well as an anthropological understanding of life stages based on circumcision.

