Reproductive health and climate change: The resurgence of the over-population problem
Seminar with Betsy Hartmann, Lisa Richey and Siri Tellier, 18 June 2009, at the Department of International Health Building 9 
The seminar addressed the recent tendency to neo-Malthusian underpinnings of climate conflict/climate refugee scenarios and how they threaten to further securitize development assistance and legitimize population control interventions.  As stated during the seminar we are in fact witnessing a resurgence of population fears, often associated with climate change and secu​rity. So the actual international discourse concerning fertility or population control seems more and more to reflect elements of the sombre agenda from the 50 and 60ies where the under reported maternal death already was ’the biggest scandal of our time’.
The participants discussed the possible implications of the recent development for international reproductive health policies and pro​grams and the fear that fertility control interventions would be prioritised at the cost of efforts and resources to prevent maternal death and other preventive measures to secure reproductive health. It was considered very important in the future work at different levels and in different fora to recommend a combination of family planning efforts with sound sexual and reproductive health policies and interventions - not least in the preparation of the UN Conference on Climate Changes to be held in Copenhagen December 2009.
It was further proposed to plan a seminar in DK for the autumn 2009 on the importance of recent studies to prevent maternal death.
16 persons attended the seminar, among others, representatives from Sex og Samfund, University of Copenhagen, Danish Red Cross and UNFPA Nordic Office.
Resources persons:

Key speaker Dr. Betsy Hartmann, the director of the Population and Development Program and a professor of De​velopment Studies at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA, USA. A longstanding activist in the international women’s health movement, she writes and speaks frequently on the intersections between reproductive rights, population, immigration, environment and security concerns in activist, policy and scholarly venues. Her non-fiction books include Reproductive Rights and Wrongs: The Global Politics of Population Control, A Quiet Violence: View from a Bangladesh Village (co-authored with James Boyce), and the co-edited anthology Making Threats: Biofears and Environmental Anxieties. Website: http://www.betsyhartmann.com. To find out more about the Population and Development Program, visit http://popdev.hampshire.edu
Discussant was Lisa Ann Richey, Ph.D. Associate Professor of International Development Studies, Dept. of Society and Globalisation, Roskilde University.  Her book is called Population Politics and Develop​ment: From the Policies to the Clinics (2008). She has published on reproductive health and population policy, gender issues in international development and HIV/AIDS and treatment. Currently, she works on Brand Aid, therapeutic citizenship, and the politics of access to ARVs in Uganda and South Africa. 

Chair: Siri Tellier, external lecturer, University of Copenhagen.

Siri has a Master’s from Harvard School of Public Health, 1970, with specialization in public health demog​raphy; 38 years of experience in international health, including Director of International Department of Danish Red Cross 1992-2001, long term field postings in Afghanistan, China, DPR of Korea (UNFPA and UNDP); retired since 1 March 2009.
For more information:

Population and Development: http://popdev.hampshire.edu/ 
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