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	What
	Seminar ‘How do global policies impact the social determinants of health in Tanzania and Uganda? The cases of reproductive health and HIV/AIDS’

	Where
	Soma Café, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

	When
	4 June 2010

	Author
	Lisa Ann Richey


Evaluation 

The ENRECA supported seminar was an excellent opportunity to bring together Tanzanian and Ugandan scholars and activists as part of Triangular cooperation facilitated by a Danish-based network member.  The seminar had 44 registered participants (see enclosed list) and many others who came and did not sign the list.  The discussion was productive, and included questions from diverse constituencies ranging from well-known gender and health activists to young medical students.   All participants had the chance to network and share their work experiences at the reception that followed the formal program.  

The subsidy for an affordable paperback version of Population Politics and Development was critical for getting the book into the hands of East African policymakers, implementers and activists and also for supporting local publishers (Fountain Kampala) and booksellers (E & D distributors at Soma Café in Dar es Salaam).  The book was also delivered by its author to the head of Tanzania’s Reproductive Health Unit, to the Danida health advisors in Dar es Salaam, and to relevant contacts in the national and regional ministries of health, UNFPA, UMATI, and active consultancy organizations (i.e. HealthScope, REPOA).  
Background

The working group on the social and political aspects of AIDS (SPA) in Uganda draws on the successful collaborations of previous work and the experience of both the Danish-based and the Ugandan-based researchers.  Three working group meetings have been held (Aug 2007, Jan 2008, May 2009) at the Child Health and Development Centre (CHDC), Makerere University, Kampala. A Ugandan PhD student (Jenipher Twebaze) in the Dept. of Anthropology at KU and myself are contact persons for the working group. This year, the primary achievement has been a full day seminar with international participants from Denmark, USA and England on  ‘Gender Issues in HIV Prevention and AIDS Treatment in Uganda.’ We have been supported by ENRECA in the past for our activities (awarded 15,000 DKK in June 2008), but the SPA network operates primarily on voluntary contributions of labour and small grants from other sources.

Activity

Objectives:  To link SPA Uganda with collaborators from the university and NGOs in Tanzania over a substantial seminar on the interactions between global policies (donors, lenders, financial crisis) and locally perceived social determinants of reproductive health (including HIV/AIDS, still one of the most important reproductive health issues in these countries).  The point of departure will come from the launch of the East Africa version of Population Politics and Development: From the Policies to the Clinics.  Copies will be made available free or at a highly-subsidized price (in negotiation with Fountain Press who will publish the subsidized paperback specifically for East Africa).  The author who has experience in both Tanzania and Uganda since 1992 will facilitate discussions and present the book to a practitioner/activist audience at this seminar. 

The book launch included presentations by two Tanzanian scholars from the University of Dar es Salaam, and two Ugandans from Makerere (SPA Working group).  Also, the book was officially launched by the guest of honor, Dr. Calista Simbakalia, who worked on the foundations of the reproductive health program in the country and is probably the best-known advocate for health equity and rights from the Tanzanian Ministry of Health.  (Please see enclosed flier and book). 

Follow up / recommendations

There may have been a larger turnout if the location had been at the university instead of at the bookstore/literacy café.  The traffic in Dar on a Friday afternoon actually prevented at least three people from attending as they indicated by email.  However, the café is an important new project to promote literacy in Tanzania that was founded by one of the country’s well-known gender activists and it was highly recommended by the local contacts as a place that would encourage open and neutral dialogue (not part of the university or of the embassy quarters). Therefore, given that the turnout of over 50 was sufficient, the choice to support a new local institution is perhaps still justified. The collaboration between various partners in Tanzania and Uganda was excellent and it was a good experience to share an academic book with relevant local stakeholders.  

One exception is that collaborating with the local publisher in Kampala was extremely time-consuming and many of the responsibilities that should have been assumed by this organization were left to the researcher to manage and coordinate.  However, the benefit from a local and affordable publisher, and for promoting African publishing initiatives, was significant enough to warrant the additional investment of time. 
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