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Background: Even though Burkina Faso is not among the hardest hit countries on the African countries with its HIV prevalence below 2%, the number of newly infected individuals continues to grow and calls for continued attention, especially in the light of the roll out program of access to life prolonging ARVs. Denmark does not have a health sector support programme as such in Burkina but has since 2004 supported the fight against HIV and AIDS through assistance to civil society organisations, in particular through the donor created network Programme d’Appui au Monde Associatif et Communautaire (Le Pamac). This approach has been chosen because this civil society network of small and medium size organisations and patients associations has been rather efficient and because the newly established basket fund (Le fond commun) has not yet proven its merits.

Denmark’s assistance to HIV ’Phase 2 de l’appui danois à la lutte contre le VIH/SIDA au Burkina Faso 2007-2012’ of 70 million DKK consists of three ‘classical’ components but has also included one component of 2 million DKK to action research. It has been designed as a twinning arrangement between the Institute of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen (Helle Samuelsen, Quentin Gausset and Hanne Mogensen), and two Burkinabe NGOs specialised in health research (IRSS and SHADEI) under the coordination of PAMAC. The research coordinator of ENRECA Health was asked if she could join the team for technical support and that request was accepted by the Board. The role of the Danish researchers is to assist the Burkinabe colleagues in capacity building and to work directly with them in all of the steps of action research. A ToR stipulating the expected outputs of ‘the Danish researchers’ in 2009 has been formulated by PAMAC and approved by the Embassy

One initial mission to Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dialosso was undertaken in 2008 to identify potential research themes with the Burkinabe researchers. A second mission was scheduled to July 2009 to work on the research protocols with each research team. From September to November one of the Danish researchers (Quentin Gausset) will stay in Burkina and actively support the two teams in the data collection and research methodology on a long term basis. PAMAC has requested a secondary mission to Burkina by Lise Rosendal Østergaard in October 2009 to support the capacity development during the process of data collection. 

Two meetings had been conducted in Copenhagen with the Danish Ambassador in Ouagadougou, Mogens Pedersen, (September 2008) as well as with the desk officer, Abdoulaye Ouedraogo, (June 2009) to establish good working relations.
Objectives 

· To assist IRSS and SHADEI in finalisation of research protocols for the each of the selected research themes;

· To meet with representatives from the Danish Embassy and brief them about the progress of the project;

· To discuss the needs for capacity development with representatives of PAMAC;

· To visit at least two of the member organisations of PAMAC in the field to discuss their needs for capacity development. 

Activities

With the Burkinabe researchers

Quentin Gausset had arrived one week prior to Lise Rosendal Østergaard and spent that week working with SHADEI (under Centre Muraz) in Bobo-Dialosso on their specific research themes (quality of services, how to collect and process data on HIV+, governance within the associations and communication). Both team members then worked with IRSS in Ouagadougou on the two research protocols on how to identify and follow HIV+ and TB patients who are ‘lost’ in the system and on data collection and processing within the organisations. Time was also spent on preparing their presentations to the Steering Committee at the end of the week. Finally, financial and time issues were discussed in details with each team. The Steering Committee consists of a number of organisations including those representing HIV positive people and the meeting gathered 28 persons (5 women, 23 men) and went well. The committee approved on the research themes as well as on the methodology proposed by the two Burkinabe research teams.

The research can now start as soon as the final comments from the Steering Committee have been integrated, the contract signed between PAMAC and the selected researchers and the Burkinabe ethical committee has approved on the protocols. 

With the associations

Two field visits to local PAMAC member organisations were conducted (Association African Solidarity (ASS) and ’L’association des personnes infectées et affectées par le SIDA (APIAS)). That was an opportunity to visit their premises, see their working conditions (e.g. how they collect and use data) discuss with the staff / volunteers how they expect to benefit from this project. Please see attached article on this visit for the use of the Embassy’s website).

With the Danish Embassy

Close contact were kept with representatives from the Danish Embassy who were very supportive of this project. The desk officer participated in the Steering Committee meeting and a final debriefing was held with the Ambassador. Furthermore the programme coordinator of the Education Sector was interested in following the process as she could see the potential in adopting an action based research approach to curriculum development in the education sector. The Embassy encouraged the team to write an article for their website (www.ambouagadougou.um.dk) about the progress of the project. 

Results: 

· A common understanding with all of the Burkinabe researchers (including those who did not participate in the first mission) of the purpose and methodology of action research and its expected outputs –new knowledge that serves the interest of the associations and not only the researchers;

· A set of finalised protocols ready for ethical approval and their budgets;

Follow-up:

· Write a draft article to the Danish Embassy in Burkina Faso on the progress of the project;
· Prepare a second mission for October to support the data collection and the required capacity development as requested by PAMAC.
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